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Introduction Results
Leaks at the anastomotic site of an abdominal aortic We have used this technique with anastomotic tears
and found it invaluable in achieving haemostasis ataneurysm repair may be the result of the suture pulling
through the aortic wall. Subsequent repair is difficult the anastomotic site and have found no adverse con-
sequences when using the aortic patch.and may be accompanied by blood loss and further
damage to the anastomotic site.
Discussion
Techniques for reinforcing the anastomotic site have
been described using a Dacron strip or pulling a sleeve
of graft over the anastomosis.1,2 Our technique is simpleTechnique
and, although there is no proven long-term benefit,
we have found it useful in the management of difficultThere was a tear in the aorta proximal to the an-
anastomotic repairs where the aorta is of poor quality,astomotic site in an abdominal aortic aneurysm repair
extremely friable and easily cut through by sutures.using a Dacron tube graft. We used a small section of
the aortic aneurysm sac wall carefully harvested and
cleared of plaque to cover the defect with an ap-
proximate clearance of 5 mm from the tear cir- References
cumferentially. The harvested section of the aortic
1 Ljungstrom KG. A method for reinforcing an aortic-graft ana-aneurysm sac overlapped the tear, graft and ana-
stomosis by a strip of dacron. Eur J Endovasc Surg 1999; 17:stomosis. A continuous 5.0 prolene suture was used
257–258.to fix the patch to the adventitia of the proximal aorta 2 Sapirstein W. A method of reinforcing vascular prosthetic ana-
stomosis. Surgery 1971; 70: 744–745.and graft.
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